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International Checklist

International students need an I-20 in order to get the student visa from the United States Embassy.  The I-20 is processed by the Office of International Students and Scholars.  In order to get an I-20, all of the below items are needed.

Items Needed:

1. “Deposit” status achieved.  This includes application fee ($75) 
2. Copy of passport. (scan/fax me a copy)

3. Financial Declaration for International Undergraduates.  This form can be printed off the web and is found at the following address: http://oiss.rice.edu/forms// (fax/scan me the completed form)

4. (Transfer from U.S. University ONLY) Fill out the Transfer Form, and have your former University fill out the rest of the form and send to Rice.  (The form can be found on the same website above)

5. Bank Statement.  The bank statement needs to show funds to cover the cost of attending Rice.   Even a full scholarship will not cover this amount entirely.  The estimated amount can be found on the Financial Declaration.  This is not a bill!  (fax/scan me copy)

6. Letter of Support (if necessary).  If the bank statement is not in your name, then whoever’s name is on the bank statement needs to send a letter of financial support stating they will cover the costs not covered by your scholarship. (fax/scan me a copy)

7. Copy of acceptance letter.  This comes from our Admissions office.  

8. Verification of scholarship amount.  This comes from Bryan Blair, our compliance officer, typically in an email to OISS.  

9. Register with SEVIS.  Instructions will be mailed from OISS. There is a fee as well. Here is their website:   http://www.ice.gov/sevis/
It usually takes a minimum of a few days for OISS to process and produce the I-20 once the above is turned in.  We will then courier the I-20 to the student.  Once the student receives the I-20, they can then go to the US Embassy to collect their student visa.  The student needs to make the appointment with the Embassy well before he/she gets the I-20, but cannot attend the meeting without the I-20.

Special Note:  Canadian citizens do NOT need to make an appointment with the US Embassy.  Just bring all of your documentation with you to the airport.

International Orientation – The student will need to attend the International Orientation 
(called i-PREP) which begins on Friday, August 10th.  O Week will start on Sunday, August 12th. The first day of school is Monday, August 20th.
Here are some helpful websites:

http://oweek.rice.edu
http://oiss.rice.edu
Contact:  Mike Yeakel

Associate Director of Acacademic Advising

713-348-8881

myeakel@rice.edu

